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Project Description 
 
This project consists of reading activities to be carried out in tandem: the students of two classes 
of different nationalities share the experience of reading and analysing a literary work written in 
English and developing its main issues. The books can be novels, short stories, essays, 
collections of poems, or any other literary genre. The point is in that the students are really 
interested in the book chosen or proposed, in the issues it contains and in collaborating with 
foreign partners in order to exchange opinions and ideas about the themes, characters, settings, 
events, style, language and all the relevant elements of the book, find the most effective 
procedures to negotiate and mediate with the partners with the aim of producing common 
assignments and webpages concerning both the analysis of the book and the personal 
development of the topics the students are mainly  interested in.  
 
Step 1 (Approximately September and October):  
The coordinator of the project updates the Website of the project. It contains: 
the description and the schedule of the project; a link to the project general forum and chat 
room where the teachers can meet, see the proposals of the others, suggest their own ones, and 
finally find the school partner/s and start reading the book they have chosen; an updated list of 
books that the participating schools suggest; a form to propose new books to be added in the list 
(when the tandems/groups are formed) a specific Working Area for each tandem/group 



containing information about theteachers, the schools and links to their forum and diary of the 
activities .  
 
Step 2 (Approximately November to February) 
The school tandems start reading their books according to a time schedule they devise. At the 
very beginning of the project the students meet on their tandem/group’s forum and exchange 
information about themselves and the country/town where they live, then a discussion area is 
opened on the forum about their first impressions on what they are reading. The discussion is 
guided by the teachers, who also exchange emails to check and fit the project schedule to the 
schools' timetable and tutor the forum activities.  The students complete the reading. The 
exchanges in the forum go on and extend to more detailed discussions on the book. The 
teachers can open new discussion areas according to the students’ needs and interests and go 
on guiding and stimulating the exchanges. The final aim of this interaction phase is to establish 
the topics from the book that are relevant to the students and that will be developed in written 
work in the next step.  The tandems / groups finish reading the book. 
 
Step 3 (Approximately March to 15 April) 
The students form mixed-nationality pairs (or small groups) who work both on single 
chapters/parts of the book and on the themes established.  In this phase, they use only their 
personal email accounts because each pair/group must have a separate way of communication 
to create their work.  The aim of the pairs' interaction in this phase is to collaborate in order to 
find an agreement on the working method and produce a common written work. The teacher’s 
guide the students' activities and correct their final works. The students have to find the best 
way of negotiating and working together. The teachers can make suggestions about methods 
and procedures to follow.  
 
Step 4 (Approximately 15 April to end of May) 
All the materials producedby the tandems/groups (analyses and final works+information about 
the author, the full text of the book if it is available on the Web, links to other websites 
concerning the book, etc.) are organized in hypertext form and published in the website of the 
project. It is preferable the webpages are built by the students, possibly collaboratively, in case 
this is not possible the coordinator with the help of some Italian students and the Web designer 
some will do it. The final aim of this phase is to create as many websites as the books have been 
read during the year. The homepage of the project will become a cyber library in which a number 
of books are presented, analysed, discussed and developed cross-culturally. 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Timeline 
 
Each tandem can decide the duration of their collaborative project according to the text they 
choose, their curriculum, their school organization etc. In any case the whole project starts in 
September with the creation of the General Forum for the teachers who want to join it and find 
partners. All the collaborations can start in different periods of the year but should be concluded 
within the end of May 2006. 
 
 
 
Which ICT tools/software will be used / needed? 
 
Web server space for the project Homepage. The project’s Website is now hosted by the Italian 
school ITIS “S. Cannizzaro”. 
Microsoft FrontPage or other Webpage editors 
Web resources:  



forum and chat (http://worldcrossing.com/) 
students’ personal email accounts (Ex: www.hotmail.com) 
online resources 
 
 
 
 
Do you need additional resources? 
 
NA 
 
 
 
Would you like AEC to set up a mailing list for your group? 
 
NA 
 
 


