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Project Description 
 
This project is aimed at mainly senior high school students (16-19-year-olds). 
All the work will be done on our open source Moodle platform. 
 
Young people spend a lot of their free time watching movies, as was revealed in our survey from 
last year. Are films just ‘chewing gum for the eyes’ or are young people equipped to interpret and 
analyse the messages they are sent through this entertaining medium?  



 
Media literacy is one of the current focus areas of the Finnish high school curriculum, but we are 
convinced that the same concerns apply worldwide. Young people need to learn how to access, 
analyze, and evaluate media more effectively. Most importantly, they need to be guided to be 
critical about the information overload surrounding them, not just print but visual messages, too, 
since in today’s virtual reality and computer simulations "seeing is not believing". Today’s 
technologies frequently make it difficult for us to discern illusion from reality, fact from fiction. 
Responsible citizens need to possess the ability to question the accuracy and authenticity of 
information in all its forms. 
 
In particular, we want our students to see some films from new cultures, instead of the overflow 
of mass produced Hollywood films. We will look into what ideas films give about the culture in 
question – among other things, students are given tools to analyse films and to spot national 
stereotypes and how not to let them guide their thinking and interpretation. Hopefully, this will 
develop students’ intercultural awareness. Further, analysing a globally popular film together will 
help students identify the values and ideologies these films try to persuade them to buy into. Our 
expert media teachers will provide the worksheets and instructions to guide students through 
the project tasks. 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Timeline 
 
1. Introductory phase (OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2006) 

 students introductions and a TOP TEN list of the most popular recent films amongst them 
 getting to know each and comparing the choice of films on the discussion forum 

2. Watching 1-2 movies from each country (DVDs will be sent from school to school if they are 
not available abroad) – (JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2007) 

 students analyse the films with the help of a worksheet 
 special attention to the depiction of cultures and national stereotypes 
 discussion – how accurate were other students’ interpretations 

3. Analysis of one popular ‘transnational’ film (MARCH-APRIL 2007) 
 in small mixed groups 
 students are given tools to be critical thinkers 

4. Newsflashes (all through the year) 
 all participants are encouraged to send in small news flashes about their lives, schools 

and, to support our theme, reviews of films that they see  
 

 
 
Which ICT tools/software will be used / needed? 
 
Moodle platform 
Email 
 
 
 
Do you need additional resources? 
 
NA 
 
 
 



Would you like AEC to set up a mailing list for your group? 
 
Yes 
 
 
 


