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SUMMARY / BRIEF DESCRIPTION ABOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT 
 
Stage One: Oral History Workshop 
Participants (3-4 students in one team) will be taught basic Oral History interviewing techniques by the 
teachers. The host school will provide the partner schools with the necessary online resources to help 
teachers conduct the Oral History Workshop.  

  
Otherwise, schools can also approach the National Archives or Oral History Center in their respective 
country for an instructor to conduct an Oral History workshop.  
  
Stage Two: Practice - How was National Day celebrated across the years?  
As a practice for the interviewing techniques they have learned, students will plan an interview with a 
few teachers (in their own school) to find out how National Day in their country was celebrated over 
the years.  
After conducting the interview, students will share the results of their interviews with the different 
participating schools and reflect on the problems faced during the interviews. They can also discuss 
ways on how they can avoid the problems for their next interview.   



  
Teachers may want to put up exhibits of students' findings in the school to promote greater inter-
cultural awareness.  

  
Stage Three: Oral History Project: How did National Day become National Day? 
Students will provide basic information on the National Day of their respective country to everyone.  

  
Students will then prepare and share a set of interview questions that they are going to use to find out 
about the origins of National Day/Independence Day in their country.  

  
Students have to interview 3-5 people to find out what they know about the origins of National Day in 
their country. (The interviewees can be from across different age/ethnic/gender/geographical groups 
to examine the different perceptions on the origins of National Day)  
  
Stage Four: Sharing of interview results 
After conducting their interviews, students will share the results of their findings. Each team of 
students can choose any of the following means for sharing among the AEC participating schools. 
The list is not exhaustive.  
         A podcast to be posted online  
         A radio piece (students can edit the interviews into a radio piece and add their own narration and 

music.)  
         A blog which can include pictures, music and personal reflections on the findings of the 

interviews.  
         Interactive PowerPoint slideshow  
         A webpage which can include pictures, music, actual video clips of interviews.  
         A video newscast/documentary to introduce National Day (students can role play as reporters)  

  
Stage Five: Application in the local context: similarities and differences between countries 
Lastly, the local team will then design another product to promote greater inter-cultural and inter-
national understanding of the National Days in various countries.  

  
Each team will use what they have learned through the online sharing by the AEC member schools to 
educate their schoolmates about the similarities and differences between the National Days of the 
various countries.   
 
         Students can come up with explanations on how the similarities or differences came about, by 

studying the history of their own country and another chosen country.  
         Students can also explore whether the origins of National Day have affected the ways in which 

National Day was celebrated across countries.  
  
Possible products include:  
         A comic strip  
         A photo essay  
         A poster an advertisement  
         An online brochure  
         Static display  
         A video clip 

 
RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT: 
 
"About the past" is for students to investigate certain events in history by collecting oral evidence from 
observers and participants in that event. As the emphasis is on oral history, the project allows 
students to have a first-hand experience in social history. Students are also expected to complement 
the evidence from their oral interviews with archival research work.   They can visit the library to 
obtain information on their subject matter. "About the past" aims to achieve greater inter-generational 
bonding by having students to interview members of the older generations and emphasize with what 
the older generations have gone through in the past. 
 



EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS: 
 
 To carry out interviews with teachers (in their own schools) on how National Day was celebrated 

over the years. The findings are to be shared among the partnering schools of the project. In 
addition, students have to reflect on the process of the interviews and share their reflections with 
the other partnering schools.  

 
 To carry out interviews with 3-5 people (outside of their own schools) on the origins of National 

Day. The findings are to be shared through avenues like podcasting, blogging, etc. 
 
 To share with their own respective school mates on the similarities and differences between the 

National Days of the various countries. The findings are to be shared through avenues like static 
display, comic strip, brochure, etc.  

 
 
 
EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS: 
 
 To carry out interviews with teachers (in their own schools) on how National Day was celebrated 

over the years. The findings are to be shared among the partnering schools of the project. In 
addition, students have to reflect on the process of the interviews and share their reflections with 
the other partnering schools.  

 
 To carry out interviews with 3-5 people (outside of their own schools) on the origins of National 

Day. The findings are to be shared through avenues like podcasting, blogging, etc. 
 
 To share with their own respective school mates on the similarities and differences between the 

National Days of the various countries. The findings are to be shared through avenues like static 
display, comic strip, brochure, etc.  

 
 
 
MINIMUM NUMBER OF SCHOOLS/STUDENTS INVOLVED: 
 
Minimum number of schools: 6 schools 
 
Minimum number of students involved: 6 teams of 3 to 4 students  
 
 
 
PROPOSED DURATION OF PROJECT (PLEASE STATE TENTATIVE START AND END DATE): 
 
Duration -  5 months  
Start Date – Jan 2008 
End Date – May 2008  
 
 
ICT TOOLS / SOFTWARE REQUIRED:   ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED: 
 
Moodle 
Podcasting software: GarageBand or Audacity  
Microsoft office applications: PowerPoint, 
Word.  
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