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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
Shakespeare focused on universal themes that cut across time and culture -power, love, loyalty, 
family, revenge, jealousy, and virtue. This project aims to allow students to re-look Shakespeare’s 
works through their culture. Students are to adapt chosen Shakespearean works to their culture. So 
add a pinch or a dash of your culture for a distinct local flavour. 
 
Stage One: Getting to know each other 
1. Self-introduction and Ice breaker questions 
 



Stage Two: Preparatory Stage 
1. Given the selected scene from Romeo and Juliet, students are to read and prepare an adaptation 

of the scene. 
2. Host school will provide a list of Romeo and Juliet adaptation. Teachers can pick anyone to show 

the students.  
3. Students are to post their responses to the questions on the discussion forum: 

- What is the context/background behind the selected film/play? 
- What are the elements of Romeo and Juliet that have been kept? Why are these elements 

kept? 
- What are the elements of Romeo and Juliet that have been modified? Why are these 

elements changed? 
- What are the reasons for your Romeo and Juliet? 
- How did the context affect different adaptations of Romeo and Juliet? 

 
Stage Three: Proposal for their own adaptation of a Shakespearean play 
Students prepare for their own adaptation of Shakespeare’s play by writing a proposal for their film 
production. The proposal should include: 
 
1. Angle of adaptation (e.g. Bollywood version of Romeo and Juliet, Chinese version of Romeo and 

Juliet) 
2. Context (students can invent their own context, but a clear description of the context should be 

provided) 
3. Brief synopsis of the film 
4. Rationale for ideas 
 
Students will post their proposal on the FORUM to be shared with students from the various 
participating schools. 
 
Stage Four: Movie Production 
Students will produce a 5-15 min movie production on their adaption of a Shakespearean play. 
Samples of film production will be provided by the host school. 
 
Students’ production will be uploaded onto YOUTUBE (www.youtube.com/) and placed onto 
FACEBOOK (www.facebook.com/) to be shared with family and friends.  
 
Stage Five: Movie Review and Oscars 
Students will write a movie review on each other’s production and be given an opportunity to vote for 
their favorite actors/actress/best script/best director using an ONLINE POLL. 
(http://www.polldaddy.com/). The reviews will be posted on an ONLINE FORUM  
 
Stage Six: Reflections 
A list of questions to help students analyze the differences would be provided. For example: 
 
Students will present their analysis of the films/play on POWERPOINT and record their presentation 
in order to be shared with students from the different participating schools. 
 
After analyzing the films, students will share the results of their interviews with the different 
participating schools using an ONLINE FORUM and reflect on how context will affect the 
interpretation of a text (film).  

 Some questions to guide their reflections: 
1. What do I bring to my version of Romeo and Juliet that causes me to respond as I do? 
2. How am I being influenced by language and society to respond as I do? 
3. How am I being positioned by my culture to respond as I do? 

 
Reflections on the use of social networking tools: 
Host schools will provide schools with stimulus articles to aid students in that their reflections on the 
use of social networking.  
 
The host school will provide the partner schools with the necessary online resources to help the 
students write their reviews. 



RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT: 
 
About the Past 2: Contextualizing the text is an attempt to help students deconstruct a text, by 
understanding the assumptions behind the text and the context in which the reader/ audience/ 
students exist. At the end of the project, students will be able to understand how the background of a 
text influence the way it is constructed and how some text is cultural-specific while at the same time, 
allowing students to engage in a metacognitive process as they question their responses and 
understand they are shaped by their contexts. It is also to enable students to be able to better 
appreciate the essence of Shakespeare’s works and why he is regarded as the world's pre-eminent 
dramatist.  
 
 
 
 
EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS: 
 
 Present write-up and analysis of the films/play on POWERPOINT and record their narration in 

order to be shared with students from the different participating schools.  
 
 After analyzing the films, students will share the results of their interviews with the different 

participating schools using an ONLINE FORUM and reflect on how context will affect the 
interpretation of a text (film).  

 
 Students prepare for their own adaptation of Shakespeare’s play by writing a proposal for their 

film production, which will be posted on the FORUM to be shared with students from the various 
participating schools. 

 
 Students will produce a 5-15 min movie production on their adaption of a Shakespearean play. 
 
 Students will write a movie review on each other’s production and be given an opportunity to vote 

for their favorite actors/actress/best script/best director using an ONLINE POLL 
(http://www.polldaddy.com/). The reviews will be posted on an ONLINE FORUM 

 
 
 
 
 
EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS: 
 
 Present write-up and analysis of the films/play on POWERPOINT and record their narration in 

order to be shared with students from the different participating schools.  
 
 After analyzing the films, students will share the results of their interviews with the different 

participating schools using an ONLINE FORUM and reflect on how context will affect the 
interpretation of a text (film).  

 
 Students prepare for their own adaptation of Shakespeare’s play by writing a proposal for their 

film production, which will be posted on the FORUM to be shared with students from the various 
participating schools. 

 
 Students will produce a 5-15 min movie production on their adaption of a Shakespearean play. 
 
 Students will write a movie review on each other’s production and be given an opportunity to vote 

for their favorite actors/actress/best script/best director using an ONLINE POLL 
(http://www.polldaddy.com/). The reviews will be posted on an ONLINE FORUM 

 
 
 
 
 



PROJECT TIMELINE: 
 
Duration:  

 
5 months  
 

Start Date: 27 December 2008 
 

End Date: 31 May 2009 
 

 
 
WHICH ICT TOOLS/SOFTWARE WILL BE USED / NEEDED? 
 
 Microsoft office applications: PowerPoint, Word.  
 Facebook account 
 Windows Movie Maker 
 Video-camera 
 
 
 
DO YOU NEED ADDITIONAL RESOURCES? 
 
Filming Equipment 
 
 
 
WOULD YOU LIKE AEC TO SET UP A MAILING LIST FOR YOUR GROUP? 
 
Yes. 
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