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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
 
“East Speaks West, West Speaks East” is a language exchange of Asian and European students. 
The students would be creating or conceptualizing a language course for their foreign counterparts 
using fairy tales. “Assimilition” is an approach to learning which the students would apply in learning 
the language in this project. Assimilition means that it would require a great deal of listening and 
repetition. This approach would help them to learn the language with ease. At ease in the sense that  
important points in learning a language such as sentence structure, vocabularies, rhythm, intonation, 
pronunciation and so on are done unconsciously. It also allows an easy retention of what is being 
learned  as fairy tales  have a great deal of repetition of sentences and vocabularies in the course of 
the stories. Understanding is not also difficult as the students know most of the time the story when 
they were a child. These would ease the task of translating the contents. 
 
 
 
RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT: 
 
This project aims to give Asian and European students the chance to learn a foreign language. 
Specifically, it aims to give Asian students/ pupils the chance to be introduced to a European 
language. Vice-versa, the European pupils/ students would be given a chance to be introduced to an 
Asian language. It is a fact that only a few of the schools in Asia, not counting some private and 
international schools, offer a foreign language. And if there is, the Asians take European languages to 
learn. The Europeans on the other hand have foreign languages in their curriculum. But in the majority 
of cases, the European pupils/ students learn European languages. This project would give young 
people the chance to learn from each other through the language they speak. The whole project 
would be done or executed by the pupils/student themselves. They are playing the role of “teachers”.  
They would be given the chance to come up with a language learning material to teach their own 
language based on how they deemed is “functional” or could be easily understood of their fellow 
youngsters. Furthermore, it would enhance their ICT skills and practice their English. 
 
 
 
EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS: 
 
1st Phase: Language Material Production 
 
Fairytale selection: The members of the group would come together and decide on the tale they 
would produce. The list of the fairy tales for this project is narrowed down to five fairy tales.  Namely: 
 



The selection of the fairy tales is based on the popularity and the possibility that they are to be found 
in Asia and Europe. The students are requested to look for the existence of the chosen fairy tale in 
their country and use it for the project. In the event that the chosen tale  or any related  tale is not 
available in your country,  the group may  use the any version of their choice. They could also use the 
stories available in our site. 
 
Discussion / Brainstorming:  The group would be reading the tale they have chosen. Reading could 
be done individually or in groups. After having read the material, the group would start studying and 
discussing it. Following questions could be helpful: 
 

- What is the tale about? 
- Who and how many are the characters? 
- How could we describe each character in this story? 
- What are the major items used in this story?  

 
The group could ask many questions they think which would help them to better understand and write 
a script. 
 
Scriptwriting: Scriptwriting could be assigned to a lone student or could be written as a group 
activity. The script must be written as simple as possible.  They should bear  in mind that they are 
writing a language material not for themselves alone but for foreign students. Sentences must be kept 
as short and simple as possible and repetition of sentences, phrases and words comes in.  
 
Reading and studying of the script:  The group would read and study the script together.  
Suggestions for changes or revisions for improvement could be done at this stage.  
 
Assigning of roles:  The participants of the group would decide on what role they would like to play. 
Sometimes it helps when everyone is allowed to try all roles available.  
 
 
Rehearsal for the audio file production:  After the roles have been assigned, the group would 
embark on rehearsal for the audio file production. The students should pay close attention to their 
pronunciation, speed and clarity of speech. Once again, they must bear in mind that they are 
producing this audio file not for themselves but for other students who are interested to learn their 
project.  
 
Audio file Production/ Recording:  Recording would be done at this stage.  
 
Uploading the Audio file to our internet platform . 
Rehearsal for the video production with or without staging :  At this stage, the students would 
start rehearsing for their video production. Taping could be done with or without staging of the project. 
Staging or non-staging of the project would then be decided by the students themselves. But of 
course, it is really nice that other students would be able to see the product of the efforts of the group. 
But this is a decision which is to be decided by the children. It must also be added at this point, that 
any form of “staging “ the play is accepted: shadow theatre, puppet theatre, black light theatre and so 
on. All forms are accepted. 
 
Creating an animated cartoons:  This is a best substitute for those who are really good in creating 
animation or would like to try doing it. They could give this medium a try if they the group is not keen 
on performing the fairy tales by themselves. 
 
Uploading in the internet: Just like the audio file production, the video file would also be uploaded in 
our internet platform. 
 
End of the project: The first phase of the project would be declared as completed once the video 
files has been uploaded. 
 
Important note to teachers:  An audio file would also suffice if the students do not feel comfortable in 
acting out or staging the tale. But of course, a play of the chosen fairy tale is greatly appreciated. 
 



 
2nd phase: Learning a foreign language 
 
Fairytale selection: The members of the  group would come together and decide on the tale they 
would study. 
 
Discussion / Brainstorming:  The group would be reading the tale they have chosen. Reading could 
be done individually or in groups. After having read the material, the group would start studying and 
discussing it. 
 
Listening to the audio files:  The group could decide if they would like to listen to the audio file alone 
at the start or group listening would be done. The students must keep in mind that this project aim to 
teach a language through assimilation. Assimilation requires a great deal of listening and repition. 
That is the key to success of learning a language. There must be no hurry but rather consistency and 
frequency of listening.  
 
Assigning of roles:  Roles could be assigned once the members of the group feels that they have 
listened enough to the audio file and have familiarized themselves with the sounds and rhythm of the 
language. 
 
Rehearsal for the audiofile production:  After the roles have been assigned, the group would 
embark on rehearsal for the audio file production. The students should pay close attention to their 
pronunciation, speed and clarity of speech.  
 
Audio file Production/ Recording:  Recording would be done at this stage.  
 
Uploading the Audio file to our internet platform: 
 
Rehearsal for the video production with or without staging :  At this stage, the students would 
start rehearsing for their video production. Taping could be done with or without staging of the project. 
Staging or non-staging of the project would then be decided by the students themselves. But of 
course, it is really nice if other students would be able to see the product of the efforts of the group. 
But this is a decision which is to be decided by the children. It must also be added at this point, that 
any form of “staging “the play is accepted: shadow theatre, puppet theatre, black light theatre and so 
on. All forms are accepted. 
 
Uploading in the internet: Just like the audio file production, the video file would also be uploaded in 
our internet platform. 
 
Project Evaluation:  The students would try to evaluate the project as to plus and minuses. For 
example, they could talk about the strong or weak points of the learning material they have taken up.  
They could come up with suggestions which are deemed to be useful for the improvement of the 
project.  
 
End of the project: The second  phase of the project would be declared as completed once the video 
files has been uploaded. 
 
 
 
EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS: 
 
1st Phase: Language Material Production 
 
Fairytale selection: The members of the group would come together and decide on the tale they 
would produce. The list of the fairy tales for this project is narrowed down to five fairy tales.  Namely: 
 
The selection of the fairy tales is based on the popularity and the possibility that they are to be found 
in Asia and Europe. The students are requested to look for the existence of the chosen fairy tale in 
their country and use it for the project. In the event that the chosen tale  or any related  tale is not 
available in your country,  the group may  use the any version of their choice. They could also use the 



stories available in our site. 
 
Discussion / Brainstorming:  The group would be reading the tale they have chosen. Reading could 
be done individually or in groups. After having read the material, the group would start studying and 
discussing it. Following questions could be helpful: 
 

- What is the tale about? 
- Who and how many are the characters? 
- How could we describe each character in this story? 
- What are the major items used in this story?  

 
The group could ask many questions they think which would help them to better understand and write 
a script. 
 
Scriptwriting: Scriptwriting could be assigned to a lone student or could be written as a group 
activity. The script must be written as simple as possible.  They should bear  in mind that they are 
writing a language material not for themselves alone but for foreign students. Sentences must be kept 
as short and simple as possible and repetition of sentences, phrases and words comes in.  
 
Reading and studying of the script:  The group would read and study the script together.  
Suggestions for changes or revisions for improvement could be done at this stage.  
 
Assigning of roles:  The participants of the group would decide on what role they would like to play. 
Sometimes it helps when everyone is allowed to try all roles available.  
 
 
Rehearsal for the audiofile production:  After the roles have been assigned, the group would 
embark on rehearsal for the audio file production. The students should pay close attention to their 
pronunciation, speed and clarity of speech. Once again, they must bear in mind that they are 
producing this audio file not for themselves but for other students who are interested to learn their 
project.  
 
Audio file Production/ Recording:  Recording would be done at this stage.  
 
Uploading the Audio file to our internet platform: 
 
Rehearsal for the video production with or without staging :  At this stage, the students would 
start rehearsing for their video production. Taping could be done with or without staging of the project. 
Staging or non-staging of the project would then be decided by the students themselves. But of 
course, it is really nice that other students would be able to see the product of the efforts of the group. 
But this is a decision which is to be decided by the children. It must also be added at this point, that 
any form of “staging “the play is accepted: shadow theatre, puppet theatre, black light theatre and so 
on. All forms are accepted. 
 
Creating an animated cartoons:  This is a best substitute for those who are really good in creating 
animation or would like to try doing it. They could give this medium a try if they the group is not keen 
on performing the fairy tales by themselves. 
 

Uploading to ourinternet site http://www.edu20.org/: Just like the audio file production, the video file 
would also be uploaded to our internet platform. 

 
End of the project: The first phase of the project would be declared as completed once the video 
files has been uploaded. 
 
Important note to teachers:  An audio file would also suffice if the students do not feel comfortable in 
acting out or staging the tale. But of course, a play of the chosen fairy tale is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 



 
2nd phase: Learning a foreign language 
 
Fairytale selection: The members of the  group would come together and decide on the tale they 
would study. 
 
Discussion / Brainstorming:  The group would be reading the tale they have chosen. Reading could 
be done individually or in groups. After having read the material, the group would start studying and 
discussing it. 
 
Listening to the audio files:  The group could decide if they would like to listen to the audio file alone 
at the start or group listening would be done. The students must keep in mind that this project aim to 
teach a language through assimilation. Assimilation requires a great deal of listening and repition. 
That is the key to success of learning a language. There must be no hurry but rather consistency and 
frequency of listening.  
 
Assigning of roles:  Roles could be assigned once the members of the group feels that they have 
listened enough to the audio file and have familiarized themselves with the sounds and rhythm of the 
language. 
 
Rehearsal for the audiofile production:  After the roles have been assigned, the group would 
embark on rehearsal for the audio file production. The students should pay close attention to their 
pronunciation, speed and clarity of speech.  
 
Audio file Production/ Recording:  Recording would be done at this stage.  
 
Uploading the Audio file to our internet platform: 
 
Rehearsal for the video production with or without staging :  At this stage, the students would 
start rehearsing for their video production. Taping could be done with or without staging of the project. 
Staging or non-staging of the project would then be decided by the students themselves. But of 
course, it is really nice if other students would be able to see the product of the efforts of the group. 
But this is a decision which is to be decided by the children. It must also be added at this point, that 
any form of “staging “the play is accepted: shadow theatre, puppet theatre, black light theatre and so 
on. All forms are accepted. 
 
Uploading in the internet: Just like the audio file production, the video file would also be uploaded in 
our internet platform. 
 
Project Evaluation:  The students would try to evaluate the project as to plus and minuses. For 
example, they could talk about the strong or weak points of the learning material they have taken up.  
They could come up with suggestions which are deemed to be useful for the improvement of the 
project.  
 
End of the project: The second phase of the project would be declared as completed once the video 
files have been uploaded. 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT TIMELINE: 
 
Duration  
 

 
: 

 
9  months 

Start Date 
 

: January  2010 

End Date : 
 

September 2010 

 
 



WHICH ICT TOOLS/SOFTWARE WILL BE USED / NEEDED? 
 
On-line access 
Forums 
Website 
digital camera 
head phones 
microphones for audio recording 
Video cam with you tube compatibility 
video studio program 
vide converter program if needed 
 
 
 
DO YOU NEED ADDITIONAL RESOURCES? 
 
NA 
 
 
 
 
STATUS FOR PROJECT MEMBERS 
(Please indicate if your project is still open to new members or has stopped recruitment etc.). 
 
Closed 
 
 
 
 
 

. . . . . 


