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PROPOSED PROJECT NAME: 

 
The Time Machine 
 

 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION / SUMMARY 

 
The main goal of the project is to establish a flow of communication among Asian and European 
students by making them discover how much of the Past still survives in our highly technological 
societies.  
 
The place from where we want to start our new journey is India: the reason of this choice is that this 
country seems, on one hand, to be suspended between a sort of nostalgia and emotional 
attachment to the Past and, while, on the other, it shows so much enthusiasm for its many 
incredible achievements in many fields of Science and Technology.  
 
The project is also a sequel of previous “Magic Flights” but now the adventure into space will be 
enriched by the exploration of Time. In the last “Magic Flight to Berlin” there were some elements 



of 3D animation (as far as amateurish video making skills allowed… ); in the Time Machine the 
students will also travel through the fourth dimension: Time. Of course, Albert Einstein would have 
much to object to this simplified version of his theory: anyway the adventure in the Time Dimension 
is intended to show to what extent this category of human experience can be flexible and plastic. 
And also how the attainments of the Present can only be built on the heritage of the Past. Finally, 
the science fiction aura suggested by the title (borrowed from H. G. Wells’ novel) will hopefully 
inspire the students and bring some spice to the project. 
 
Students from Asia and Europe will communicate and establish friendly relationships through these 
virtual environments: 
 project website: www.magic-flights-projects.eu 
 NING social forum: http://the-time-machine.ning.com/ 
 “The Time Machine” video  
 
The protagonists of the video will be Asian and European students who discover a Time Machine 
invented by a crazy scientist and use it to leave for India on an incredible trip into Past, Present and 
Future only to discover, at the end of the journey, that they never actually left the Present.  
 
Phases: 
1. Project website upgrade: a new layout will be added to the pages concerning the Time Machine 

project (www.magic-flights-project.eu ) 
 

2. Social network: students will send their contribution to the Social Network. They will send 
photos and videos relating to the project theme but there will also be areas for friendship and 
different subject areas.  

 
3. Although the substance of the storyboard and script will be written by the Indian students who 

retain the most valuable knowledge on the matter, all the participating students will collaborate 
to the final texts 

 
4. When the script writing phase is completed, each school will film their scenes and send the 

footage to the coordinator who, as usual, will “glue” all the contributions in the final video 
 
The video will be published on the project website! 
 

 
 
RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT: 

 
Asia and Europe are travelling on parallel highways and moving at different speeds: unlike parallel 
lines their routes sometimes seem to cross each other but very seldom the two continents can 
manage to get in touch and truly understand each other. The project wants to help young people of 
both continents in getting closer and while mutually understanding each other.  
 
Going back to the “highway metaphor”, in a radically different way from had happened in the 
previous centuries, India is travelling on a high-speed motorway while Europe now seems to be 
lagging behind.  
 
It is easy for European students to misrepresent the Asian scenario; probably this is also true for the 
Asian teenagers when imagining their European counterparts. In spite of the fact that Western cities 
are populated with much more Eastern people than in the past, Europeans still know very little 

http://www.magic-flights-projects.eu/
http://the-time-machine.ning.com/
http://www.magic-flights-project.eu/


about these new citizens and their idea of them often fluctuates between the archetypal concepts 
of the Eastern cultures drawn from history books and novels and the amazement at the progresses 
these countries have made during the last decades.   
 
Anyway, the Earth planet has become a “small global village” where making friends with people 
coming other continents (or even still living there) has never been so fast and easy.  
 
From a European point of view, it is a good idea for our students to get to know their “next-door 
neighbours” because, sooner or later, they will find something is missing in their homes and they 
will have to knock at their neighbours’ doors. Or vice versa.  
 
Finally, from a less utilitarian point of view, it is imperative for the survival of the people living on 
the Earth planet to remove the biggest obstacle which hinders the construction of Peace, namely 
ignorance. 
 
 

 
 
EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM ASIAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS: 

 Participating in the NING Social Network by exchanging messages, uploading photos  and 
contributing to discussion forums 

 Communicating through Skype (phone calls and video conferences) 

 Studying Indian culture and history (the Indian teachers and students will suggest areas of 
particular interest) 

 Making suggestions for the storyboard 

 Writing sections of “The Time Machine” screenplay (according to what it is stated in the 
storyboard)  

 Filming, editing and publishing the video. 
 
 

 
 
EXPECTED CONTRIBUTION FROM EUROPEAN SCHOOLS/STUDENTS: 

 
The European teachers and students, in participating to the same project phases, will carry out 
more or less the same tasks. In particular: 
 
 the Italian school will coordinate the project work, develop/update the website with the 

annexed social network and set up the activities on schedule; as regards the video, the Italian 
coordinator will be in charge of the post production work.  

 
 the Indian schools will lead the research and script-writing processes by suggesting the topics 

and places in India that will be visited during the “virtual trip into Time” . 
 
 

 
 
 



MINIMUM NUMBER OF SCHOOLS/STUDENTS INVOLVED: 

 
No. of Schools / Students 
 

 
: 

 
Flexible 

Students Age Group : 13 - 18 
 

Level of English 
 

:  Intermediate or higher 
 

 
 
PROPOSED DURATION OF PROJECT (PLEASE STATE TENTATIVE START AND END DATE): 

 
Duration  

 
: 

 
8 months 
 

Start Date 
 

: 1 November 2012 

End Date : 30 June 2013 

 

ICT TOOLS / SOFTWARE REQUIRED:   ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED: 

 
 Joomla! (Web developing – Content 

Management System) 
 Adobe Flash CS5 
 Adobe Dreamweaver CS 5 
 Adobe After Effects CS5 
 NING (Social network) 
 Adobe Première CS5  
 Photoshop CS5 
 CrazyTalkAnimator 4 
 Prezi Zooming Presentations 
 
 

  
 Facebook 
 Google earth 
 Software for video conferencing 
 Smart board  
 Green or blue screen for Chroma key 

effect 
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